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Notes

The 'coup d'état’ should be understood here as a violent change in
political regime by eliminating or sidelining the prince and his
government Coups d'états in French-speaking Africa were started
in 1963 in Togo, where soldiers assassinated the elected president
Sylvanus Olympio. In 1964 it was Gabon's turn with the eviction of
Léon Mba, who was reinstated by the French army. For a theoreti-
cal study of the coup d'état, see Naudé (2004).

Subversive: a term used by African political leaders who opted for
the multiparty solution in their country after independence. The
person opposed to that policy is a subversive. Counter-
revolutionary. a term used several times by African Marxist
regimes (Congo-Brazzaville from 1963 to the time of the
Massamba regime) to indicate those opposed to central power.
Traitors to the nation, maquisards: metaphors used during purges
(the case of Sékou Toury in Guinea) to mark out those destined for
state condemnation. Merceries: a catch-all term whose appearance
and use go back to summer 1960, when Moise Tsombe proclaimed
the Republic of Katanga/ thus effecting a secession from; the
youngs Democratic Republic of Congo, led at the time by President
Kassavubu, Prime Minister Lumumba and army Chief of Staff
Joseph Desiré Mobutu. The word 'mercenary was used during the
secession of Biafra in 1967-70 and in particular for the many coups
d'états in the Comoros.

An attack attributed to Libyan special services.

Here the issue is to know whether old surveillance techniques for
coups d'états are adequate for the prevention of terrorist acts.
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